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a man, and became the ancestor of the well-known Rajas
of Akalkot.

From Parad Shahu marched to Khed, a town in the
Poona district on the Bhima river. There he mot the
large army which Tarabai had sent against him tinder the
leadership of Dhanaji Jadav and Mansing More. With
them better to serve her interests she had sent Khando
Ballal Chitnis. Shahu was unwilling to risk a battle
against so redoubtable a captain as Dhanaji Jadav, PO he
resorted to other means. Taking with him his personal
attendant Jyotaji Kesarkur who had overtaken him tit
Burhanpur he mounted his elephant and went boldly towards
the enemy's lines until he could distinguish Dhanaji Jadav
and Mansing More, He then called on them to join their
lawful master. Thoiv allegiance to Tarabai had already
been shaken by Sliahu'ri letters. His resolute action now
convinced them that the prince was no impostor. They
went over with their troops to Shalm und by their desertion
enabled Shahu to defeat and disperse Tarabai's forces.
After the victory Shahu marched through Ohakan, Poona,
Jejuri and laid siege to Chandsm Waudan a great double
fortress visible from Satara town. It surrendered after a
short siege. Parashuram Trimbak with the remains of the
Khed army threw himself into Satara fort and refused to
admit that Shahu was king Sambhaji's son. Unwilling to
press matters against his aunt, Shahu engaged in a desultory
siege of the place. He was moved to more vigorous action
by the unsolicited advice of an old Marat ha woman* One
day he had gone hunting and overtaken by darkness ho
took shelter in a village called Banavadi*. The patil's
wife, an aged lady, offered him for supper some boiled rice,
Shahu with a hunter's appetite hastily took a mouthful
and burnt himself. His hostess, ignorant of her guost'B
identity observed, "You are behaving like King Shahtu
Instead of reducing the countryaide he wastes his time>
trying to take the capital In the same way, you instead